
 

 

 
 

On Feb. 17, 2009, all over-the-air broadcast TV will switch to a new digital format. Millions of viewers will need to 
install a special digital DTV converter box in order to keep watching free TV. Now is the time to get the 

information you need to make the switch. 

 
Who will be affected by the transition? 
If your TV is more than two years old, and is connected to an antenna instead of cable or satellite, you will 

need a digital TV converter box. 

 
What do I need to do to get ready? 
Order a free coupon from the government, good for $40 off the price of a DTV converter box (most boxes cost 
between $40 and $80). Order coupons online at www.dtv2009.gov or by calling 1-888-DTV-2009. 
 

Get your coupon as soon as possible – it will take three weeks for the government to respond. Also, order an 
extra coupon even if you don't need it – they're free  (limit 2 coupons per household). You can donate your extra 
coupons to elders, shut-ins, group home residents, prisoners or others who may have special difficulty preparing 
for the Feb. 17 transition. 

 
How can I get more information? 
Call 1-888-DTV-2009 with any questions about coupons or the Feb. 19 DTV transition. 

 
News and information about the DTV transition and links to the best online resources can be found at: 
www.mainstreetproject.org 
www.civilrights.org/dtv/ 
www.dtv.gov 
www.nmmlp.org/dtv/index.html 
www.reclaimthemedia.org/dtv 
www.mediagrassroots.org/index.html 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 

 


